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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
10139/12304 


PAYMENT DUE 

HA,M within ONE MONTH from 
the above date of mailing 


International application No. 
PCT/TJS2008/072894 


International filing date 

(day/month'year) 12/08/2008 


Applicant 
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This International Searching Authority 
(i) considers that there are , 



_ (number of) inventions claimed in the international application covered 



by the claims indicated on an extra sheet: 



(II) therefore considers that the International application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention 

(Rules "13.1, 13. 2 and 13.3) for the reasons indicated on an extra sheet: 

(Hi) [x] has carried out a partial international search (see Annex) Q will establish the international search report 

on those parts of the international application which relate to the invention first mentioned in claims Nos.: 
see extra sheet 

(iv) will establish the international search report on the other parts of the international application only if, and to the extent 
to which, additional fees are paid. 



2. Consequently, 



ie applicant is hereby invited to pay, within the time limit indicated above, the amount indicated below: 



THT7-R 1 , 700 ■ 00 

Fee per additional invention 



sr of additional inventions 



currency /total amount of additional fees 



The applicant is informed that, according to Rule 40.2(c), the payment of any additional fee may be .made under protest, 

:i a masoned statement to the effe t I I 'I *he requirement of unity of invention 

n , , e e applicable, subject to the payment of a protest fee. 
Where the ap lt p a iditic nal fees under protest, the applicant is hereby invited, within the time limit indicated above, 
to pay a protest fee (Rule 40.2(e)) in the amount of EUR 750,00 . (currency/amount) 

Where the applicant has not, within the time limit indicated above, paid the required protest fee, the protest will be considered 
not to have been made and the International Searching Authority will so declare. 
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Article 17(2)(b) because of defects under Article 17(2)(a) 



ne and mailing address of the International Searching Authority 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5318 Patentlaan 2 

NL-2280 HV Rijswijk 

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 
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Form PCT/ISA/206 (April 2005) 



INVITATION TO PAY ADDITIONAL FEES 



International application No. 
PCT/US2008/072894 



This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. claims: 1-5 

A bone plate system having a bone screw with a threaded 
spherically-shaped head (claim 1), for solving the problem 
of providing a bone plate system wherein the bone screw can 
be locked relative to the bone plate at a plurality of 
different angles. 



2. claims: 6-19,25 



(i) A bone plate system with a bone plate including a hole 
having a plurality of discrete columns of teeth or thread 
segments (claim 6) and (ii) a method of fabricating such a 
hole in a bone plate (claim 25), for solving the problem of 
providing a plate hole adapted to receive any of a 
(polyaxial) non-locking bone screw, a monoaxial locking bone 
screw and a polyaxial locking bone screw. 



This Authority considers that there are 2 groups of potential inventions 
covered by the claims as indicated above. • 

The only common technical feature linking together both groups of 
potential inventions is the presence of a bone plate system, which is, 
obviously, a well-known feature and cannot be considered to be special in 
the sense of Rule 13.2 PCT. The two groups of potential inventions are 
not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, as required 
by Rule 13.1 PCT, since they are not linked by common or corresponding 
special technical features (Rule 13.2 PCT). Thus, the present application 
lacks unity "a priori", that 1s, before considering the claims in 
relation with any prior art (see Guidelines PCT/GL/ISPE/1, 10.03). 



Form PCT/ISA/206 (extra sliest) (July 1992; reprint January 2004) 



International Application No. PCT/US2008 /072894 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 206 



Continuation of Box 4. 



Claim(s) not searched: 
20-24 



Pursuant to Rule 39. 1(1 v) PCT, the subject-matter of claims 20-24 has 
not been searched, since it is directed to a method for treatment of the 
human body by surgery (see, in particular, the step of "positioning the 
plate against the bone" defined 1n claim 20). 



Annex to Form PCT/1SA/206 

COMMUNICATION RELATING TO THE RESULTS 
OF THE PARTIAL INTERNATIONAL SEARCH 



PCT/US2008/072894 



1 The presem communication is an Annex to the invitation to pay additional fees (Form PCT/ISA/206). It shows the 
results of the international search established on the parts of the international application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in claims Nos.: 

2.Tli?s e t»mmu n nYcalort isjwtthe iftiJnalonal war&irBpcS wV'ch will be established according to Article 18 and Rule 43. 

3 If the applicant does not pay any additional search fees, the information appearing in this communication will be 
considered as the result of the international search and will be included as such in the international search report. 

4 If the applicant pays additional fees, the international search report will contain both Ihe information appearing in this 
communication and the results of the international search on other parts of the international application for which such 
fees will have been paid. 
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figure 9 
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figure 3 
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